Queensland Government

Cabinet – May 2020
Referral of voluntary assisted dying laws to the Queensland Law Reform Commission
Premier and Minister for Trade

1. In November 2018, the Premier and Minister for Trade asked the Parliamentary Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee (the Committee) to inquire into aged care, end-of-life and palliative care, including voluntary assisted dying. 
2. On 24 March 2020, the Committee tabled its ‘Aged care, end-of-life and palliative care’ report, making 77 recommendations, and on 31 March 2020, the Committee tabled its ‘Voluntary Assisted Dying’ report, making 21 recommendations.
3. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there is limited capacity to resolve the complex policy and operational issues to implement a voluntary assisted dying scheme in Queensland at this time. Providers of aged and palliative care services, other non-government stakeholders and the community more broadly are focussed on the COVID-19 pandemic.
4. The matter of matter of voluntary assisted dying laws for Queensland will be referred to the Queensland Law Reform Commission to report back to the Government with draft legislation and recommendations by March 2021.
5. Cabinet noted that interim Government responses to the Parliamentary Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee ‘Report No. 33, 56th Parliament – Aged care, end-of-life and palliative care’ and ‘Report No. 34, 56th Parliament – Voluntary Assisted Dying’ would be tabled in the Legislative Assembly.
6. Cabinet noted that the Attorney-General and Minster for Justice would refer the specific matter of voluntary assisted dying laws for Queensland to the Queensland Law Reform Commission, for review from 1 July 2020.
7. Cabinet approved the draft Terms of Reference for the referral for consultation with the Queensland Law Reform Commission.
8. Attachments
· Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee Report No. 33, 56th Parliament – Aged care, end-of-life and palliative care
· Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee Report No. 34, 56th Parliament – Voluntary Assisted Dying
· Terms of Reference for referral to Queensland Law Reform Commission
